
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF JUNE 1, 2021 
 
The Commissioner Work Session of June 1, 2021 meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m.  
The meeting was held via ZOOM.  The announcement of Public Meetings was read by 
the Administrator. In attendance were Commissioner Bianco Bezich, Commissioner 
Roche and Commissioner Troy, the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor, and 
Borough Clerk.  
 
The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  No questions 
were asked at this time. 
 
The Administrator started by reviewing the new executive order from Governor Murphy, 
which lifts almost all of the previous restrictions.  After reviewing the changes in the mask 
requirements, as well as the changes in the limits on the number of people allowed at 
various events being lifted.  She then asked the Commissioners about the following: 
 

- Borough Hall – do the Commissioners want to open the offices to the public and 
what mask requirements did they want in place.  Commissioner Roche noted that 
he was comfortable with opening the offices, but he would respect those who still 
want to wear a mask and want to leave the office doors closed.  Commissioner 
Troy stated that he was okay with eliminating masks and opening the doors.  
Mayor Bianco Bezich stated that the employees should remain masked, especially 
those without vaccinations, and the office doors should remain closed.  She would 
like to have a survey done with the employees to see what they are comfortable 
with at this time.  The Administrator suggested starting the month with the office 
doors still locked, but masks be optional.  The Commissioners agreed. 

- Mabel Kay Senior Center and 65 Club (110 Rhoads Avenue) – Mayor Bianco Bezich 
announced that she has received requests to have both of these facilities opened 
and suggested allowing outdoor activities at the facilities at this time.  Opening 
the buildings to interior use is important, but she questioned what would be done 
about cleaning and sanitizing after meetings and activities.  Is the Borough 
providing the supplies to clean in between, or providing personnel to do it 
ourselves?  She noted that these are attended by high risk populations, but most 
are vaccinated by this point.   Commissioner Troy suggested that in high use areas 
that wipes be provided and the organizations would have to clean the areas 
themselves.  He did not want to make our requirements any more stringent that 
what is being mandated by the State.  Commissioner Roche stated that he 
agreed with Commissioner Troy.  He did not feel that there would be issues with 
overcrowding at events held indoors and noted that it is difficult to keep this group 
outdoors during the summer months.  It was agreed to open the facilities. 

- Other facilities, such as the Department of Public Works (DPW), Crows Woods, etc., 
were then discussed.  It was agreed that the partition at DPW would remain, and 
that the Crows Woods bathrooms would be opened with the regular cleaning 
schedule. 

- The Commissioners then reviewed how they wanted to move forward with public 
meetings for all the Boards, Commissions and Committees.  Mayor Bianco Bezich 
stated that she would like to have the choice of hybrid meetings, but that would 
be difficult to set up with the appropriate equipment within the next 30 days, 



therefore, she suggested holding all the meetings in-person for the summer and 
using that time to purchase the necessary equipment for hybrid meetings.  The 
Administrator discussed the logistics of having hybrid meetings; i.e. would the 
Board members be required to attend in person, whether or not more than one 
room would be equipped to handle hybrid meetings, which could result in having 
to change meeting scheduled, etc.  Commissioner Roche stated that he was in 
favor of having the meetings in-person, but stated they should be in the Auditorium 
so that everyone could spread out.  Commissioner Tory agreed with that, as well 
as going to a hybrid solution at a later time.  The Commissioners agreed that 
beginning on June 4, 2021 all meetings would be held in-person at Borough Hall, 
mainly in the Auditorium. 

- Downtown Restaurants and businesses – the Administrator asked, for those 
restaurants that have utilized the suspension of the outdoor seating permit 
restrictions, if they would now have to follow the regulations and permitting fees.  
It was noted that the Historic Preservation Commission had been in the process of 
establishing standards for outdoor seating, but nothing had been finalized.  It was 
suggested that the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC could look into establishing 
these standards.  Commissioner Troy stated that he was in favor of returning to the 
normal operating procedures at this time and suggested that a team could be 
formed to come up with the recommended standards (table size, numbers of 
chairs, etc).  Mayor Bianco Bezich stated that she would prefer to not charge fees 
to these groups for the remainder of the year and suggests an educational 
process to let everyone know what the normal process is.  She did not want to 
create a hardship for our businesses.  Commissioner Roche stated that we needed 
to get back to a level of normalcy regarding where tables could be placed, but 
agreed with the Mayor about the fees.  The Commissioners agreed they would like 
to get back to opening up the alleyway on Kings Highway to vehicles again as 
well, although, this would be a good time to look at the traffic patterns.  The 
Administrator noted that she would talk to PfH to look into the visual 
enhancements downtown, as well the restaurants about where they should be 
putting their tables and chairs.  A fact sheet will be established  to be handed out.  
It was agreed to get feedback through PfH within a month.   

 
Next, the Commissioners discussed the following requests for events on borough 
property: 
- A library requests for the use of the green space in front of the Library for their 

summer reading kickoff party in June, as well as their end of summer party in July.  
They are asking if these events would need to be capped at 50 attendees, or are 
they allowed to increase that number based on the recent changes from the 
Governor’s office.  The Commissioners approved the use of this space for these 
events, and stated that they were in favor of the cap on attendees remaining in 
place at this time.  

- Symphony in C has received grant money to perform public concerts.  They would 
like to have a 10-piece brass concert in Haddonfield on July 17th, with a rain date 
of July 18th.  The time frame would be between 5:00 – 9:00 p.m. in a 2-3 hour block.  
They are willing to coordinate the concert in town with a fund drive of some sort 
of our choice; i.e. showcase of the new library book mobile, or possibly something 
with Haddonfield Foundation.  Currently they are looking at the front of borough 



hall or the grass area in front of the Library as possible locations.  The Administrator 
asked if the Commissioners would be okay with an administrative review to work 
out the details if they approve the event.  The Commissioners approved the event, 
as well as having the details approved administratively. 

- A request for use of the Gazebo in Kings Court for a small concert.  The requester 
is a cellist and opera singer and is interested in performing there on either June 26th 
or 27th for a one-hour period of time.  There would also be an electric keyboard to 
accompany her, although the cello and voice would not be amplified.  Mayor 
Bianco Bezich asked if this person would be publicizing this performance and 
indicated she would need more information before approving.  Commissioners 
Roche and Troy indicated they were okay with the event as long as the Mayor 
was. 

- The Ankokas Car Club is asking for permission to normal pre-pandemic procedures 
for their Car Show in September.  Mr. Petters joined the meeting at this time to 
review their request and answer any questions.  He then noted that this event has 
been happening for 32 years now.  They are expecting between 100 – 170 cars to 
attend the event.  All three Commissioners indicated that they did not have any 
issues with moving forward with authorizing this event.  The Borough Solicitor asked 
if the Commissioners were planning any type of memorial service for that day since 
it is the 20th anniversary of 9-11.  Mr. Petters commented that if there were to be 
such a ceremony they would like to be able to join the borough in honoring that 
memorial.  Mayor Bianco Bezich stated that the Commissioners had not made any 
decisions as yet for a ceremony on that day.  The process for the Mayor’s trophy 
for the Car Show was briefly reviewed.  The Commissioners agreed to approved 
the Car Show event.  Mr. Petters then asked if their club would be allowed to utilize 
the Auditorium on the 2nd Tuesday for their monthly meetings, noting that they 
would only be meeting in September and October as they do not hold meetings 
in November and December.  The Commissioners approved the use of the 
Auditorium. 

 
The Commissioners then reviewed the request from Haddonfield Celebrations to hold the 
Independence Day fireworks and parade this year.  The Administrator noted that the 
Police Department is already working on getting everything set up in case you approve 
these events.  Mayor Bianco Bezich noted that there would need to be a required 
number fire personnel on hand to have the fireworks; which the Fire Chief is currently 
working on.   Additionally, the stage would be set up on Kings Highway in the downtown 
for one musical act to perform.  It was noted that the fireworks are already partially paid 
for because of last year’s cancellation.  The vendor, Pyrotechnics, is available for July 3rd.  
The Commissioners agreed to authorize the events.  
 
The Administrator announced that the Flag Day Ceremonies were tentatively scheduled 
for June 14th and reviewed what had been done in previous years.  The Commissioners 
agreed to hold off on this event at this time to determine how they would like to proceed 
in the future.  
 
The June 8, 2021 agenda was reviewed.  There were no issues or concerns regarding the 
current list of items of the agenda. 
 



The Administrator asked what the Commissioners wished to do regarding the 
appointments of various professionals.  Mayor Bianco Bezich suggest holding off this 
discussion until the next meeting.  The Commissioners agreed to hold off until the next 
work session. 
 
Commissioner Roche made a motion at 7:27 p.m. to adjourn the meeting, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Troy.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 


